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“things went awry” as he lost his job in 1985 and was left in
an unfamiliar city with no friends. His solution was simple.

“One of the first things I did, being a lax addict, was to look
in the phone book and track down a lacrosse team,” he said.
“The lacrosse guys got me a job and gave me a place to live.”

While holding down the goalie position for Seattle
Lacrosse, Barber started working various jobs, but soon
realized he wanted to go to law school. Seattle University
wasn’t cheap, so he needed a job that would pay handsomely
in a short amount of time. In the Pacific Northwest, there is
only one place to look: the ocean.

Gill-netting for salmon in the North Pacific would provide
the funds necessary for school, but there was still one
problem. “I pounded the docks seeing if any of the boats
needed any help. But they would always ask owo questions:
‘Have you every fished before and can you mend web? My
answers were no and no.”

So Barber headed to Bellingham, a city over an hour north
of Seattle, to learn web-mending. Staying with a couple of
lacrosse buddies he knew on the Western Washingron club
squad, he took mending lessons for three hours a day for a
couple of weeks before returning to the docks. This time he
had an acceptable answer and he was on a flight to Bristol Bay,
Alaska, for a seven-week gill-netting journey.

The same perseverance and aggressive style that earned him
his fishing journey and law school education is whar created
his first shot at being a trial lawyer. There was no sitting back
in the crease, waiting for the shot and hoping for the best. He
charged our, taking control of the action.

“I kept sceing him watching rtrials, hanging out in the
courtroom. He was pretty determined,” said Larson. “No one
knew him from Adam, but I said we have to give this guy a
chance. He was a gamer.”

At 5-foot-10, a shade under 170 pounds and urilizing an
unorthodox style, Barber may not be the prototypical keeper,
but his teams won several Pacific Northwest Lacrosse
Association A Division titles. Seattle Lacrosse Club is not as
strong as it was in the ‘90s, but its goalie is keeping it
comperitive. Despite his relatively small size, Barber’s
nickname is ‘Huge.’

“He makes all the plays, he is rock solid,” said Bissell. “He
has a real exciting style. He leaps up out of the goal and snuffs
out a lot of attackmen. The only reason we are still in the A
Division is because of Hugh.”

“He’s sick,” said Cone admiringly. “He makes saves he’s not
supposed to. And he is truly devored to lacrosse and fecls the
spiritual effects of the game. He takes it very seriously and is
a fierce competitor.”

“I've never really been coached,” conceded Barber. “1 watch
‘real’ goalies and everything is perfect and all the angles are
covered. I play on instinct. My strengths are instinct, reflexes
and leadership. I'm a big ralker on the field — directing the
middies and defense, pumping people up. I'm a cool breeze of
reason through the lacrosse game.”

That cool breeze is not limited to his club team. Barber is
credited by many for pushing the sport forward in the Pacific
Northwest in the 1990s and being partially responsible for its
current boom. Not only did Barber work as an assistant coach
for the burgeoning University of Washington team for seven
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